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Three key areas:

1. Power of interdisciplinary research

2. Understanding the clinical significance of 
research findings

3. Routinely collected data (RCD):Promises and 
limitations



Routinely collected data (RCD): 
promises and limitations



 Data collected for purposes other than 
research or without specific apriori research 
questions developed before collection



 Disease surveillance

 Monitoring population health and health 
system performance

 Set up of disease registries e.g National Hip 
Fracture registry

 Set up of clinical databases at national, 
regional or international level

 Identification of health problems

 Hypothesis generating



 Population reach

 Longitudinal

 Cost effective

 Evaluation of outcomes of care where RCTs 
are unavailable

 Evaluation of impact of policies 



 Errors in coding (Measurement bias)

 Incomplete data

 Confounding

 Poor quality data





 WHO National Tuberculosis Control Programmes:

Diagnoses

Treatment outcomes

Who is accessing treatment

Adverse outcomes

National and district drug forecast and 
procurement 

1. Global burden of disease

2. Gross Domestic Product

3. Years lost to disability





Data rich but information poor!!



 What potentially useful databases are 
available?

 Which data items are available in the 
database?

 Are there alternative and/or innovative ways 
of using the database



 RECORD statement:

REporting of studies Conducted using 
Observational Routinely collected Data





 LET’S GET RECORDING!!


